The frequency of rheumatoid arthritis among relatives of probands with definite ankylosing spondylitis.
We studied families of 23 unrelated HLA-B27 positive probands with definite ankylosing spondylitis to investigate the occurrence of rheumatoid arthritis. The prevalence of RA among these relatives was significant higher (2.91%; 0.02 less than p less than 0.05) than in the control group of 28 healthy individuals (1.02%). These data suggest an increased relative risk of RA in relatives of patients with AS.